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The 7th Annual Rochester Pagan Pride Day Festival invites you to attend a gathering to be held at Ellison Park on Saturday, September 24, 2005 from 10:00AM – 6:00PM to promote religious tolerance and diversity in Rochester, New York.

RPPD celebrates various spiritual paths that fall under the umbrella of Paganism to promote harmony as well as providing education to the general public about our spirituality.

After a successful 2004 event which drew approximately 600 people to Ellison Park, RPPF donated nearly 200 lbs of food to AIDS of Rochester. This year we continue our work in supporting AIDS, Rochester.

The 2005 festival is expected to bring in close to 1000 people who will be coming from the Western, New York area and throughout the East Coast to see guest speaker, Raven Grimassi. Grimassi is the noted author of Spirit of the Witch, Witchcraft: A Mystery Tradition, Wiccan Mysteries, Wiccan Magick, and The Book of Ways Volumes 1 and 2 among many others. He is also a native of Irondequoit.

This years offerings include a full children’s schedule featuring Rochester Wild Wings, Inc., opening and closing Rituals, adult and children’s workshops, merchants, psychic readers, a performance by the HipChiks Rak belly dance troupe from Buffalo, and drumming. 

The Rochester Pagan Community extends its hand in an effort to provide information about Wiccans, Witches and other Pagan traditions. 

We hope that you will join us

Blessings!

Linda Hanley,

Local Coordinator

Rochester Pagan Pride Day Festival 2005

www.rochesterpaganpride.org
HISTORY OF THE ROCHESTER PAGAN PRIDE DAY FESTIVAL 

1999 – Festival organized by Sandy Caswell, Local Coordinator and her group Willow Grove. Held at Brighton Town Park. Approximately 100 people attended with ritual conducted by Joe Burkhart, HP of Shadows of Lore. There were a few merchants and a family picnic atmosphere. A write up about event appeared in the Brighton Town Post and a local group was featured on the cover of The City. 

2000 – Event held in September at the Unitarian Universalist Church on Winton Rd., Rochester, NY. Festival organized by Cindy Glaze, Local Coordinator. Luna established the RPPF website and e-mail lists for planning and announcements. Ritual was conducted by Alan. Steven Chabot was Treasurer. Approximately 200 people attended. There were approximately 10 merchants and various workshops held throughout the day as well as a fantastic spontaneous drumming circle, followed by chanting conducted by Sandy Caswell. A write up by Jay Tolkas appeared in the Democrat & Chronicle and some participants were interviewed about pagan parenting for an article which appeared on Halloween. 

2001 – Event held in September at Pineway Ponds Park in Ogden from 10AM-6PM. Approximately 300 people attended – approximately 15 merchants and some diviners. Festival organized by Laura Hammond and Melissa Pillar from Kenmore. Steven Chabot was Treasurer. Deb Gaiteri organized adult workshops. Jen D and Ellyn from Syracuse organized and conducted children’s activities. Dave, Bridget and Traci were in charge of Merchants. Publicity and media packets organized by Traci. Rituals organized by Linda Fleming and conducted by KORE group, Northeast Council of W.I.C.C.A. and Three Songs Protogrove. Breakfast provided by Salem who also secured Pineway Ponds Park for our event. Hel and Salem organized the security team. RPPD provided lunch for security. Luna organized our first Goddess 2000 project art exhibit featuring the works of Laurie, Laura, Stacey Smith, and Karen. Kau was our PA tech and provided the PA system for this event. Raffles/Auctions as fundraisers were added. First Aid services provided by Joe Fleming. 

2002 – Festival held at Pineway Ponds Park in Ogden 10AM – 6PM. approximately 375 attended. Local Coordinator - Laura Hammond, Jen organized the children’s workshops/activities, Gina and Linda Hanley organized adult workshops. Raffles/auctions were held. We had approximately 20 merchants. Rituals conducted by KORE Group, Northeast Council of W.I.C.C.A. and Three Songs Protogrove. PA provided by Big Mike. Security organized by Salem and lunch provided for security by RPPD. We also presented the Goddess 2002 art exhibit “Light of Transformation” – featuring Goddess Art works from various local artists in celebration of the Goddess 2000 Project. Lisa created a goddess sculpture which was the centerpiece of the festival and became our Web Magician as well as helping in other areas. Luna secured Patricia Telesco noted pagan author and lecturer as our Guest Speaker. EMT services provided by Nick of The Flying Broomstick in Albion, NY. 

2003 – Festival organized by Laura Hammond, Local Coordinator – held at Ellison Park, Rochester, NY from 11AM-6PM. approximately 400 attended – John organized the adult workshops and Keri organized children’s workshops including a Bubble Pipe Ceremony. Raffles/auctions were held. We had approximately 18 merchants and diviners. Opening ritual conducted by Temple of the Azure Lotus, closing ritual conducted by The Celtic Learning Circle. Matthew Galleli master of creating labyrinths generously lent us his talent to provide a labyrinth for RPPD. We also set up an altar for meditation and reflection. Mike organized security, the Registration table and ran our PA system. Lisa was our Web Magician and graphic artist. Barbara was named Treasurer and obtained our EIN number for us. All food donations went to Kuan-Yin’s Cupboard (pagan food pantry) sponsored by Psychic’s Thyme, Othala Grove and Northeast Council of W.I.C.C.A. Fundraisers included our 1st ever and now infamous Dessert & Divination which is a creation of our newest member, Konnie Collins. 

2004 – Festival organized by Laura Hammond, Local Coordinator – held at Ellison Park, Rochester, NY from 10AM-6PM. Approximately 600 attended – Linda Hanley organized adult workshops, Laurie, Jen and Kelly organized the children’s activities - Rochester Wild Wings presented to an overwhelming response and Madeleine presented Tarot for Kids. We had approximately 20 vendors and diviners. Rituals were conducted by KORE Group and M. Macha Nightmare and closing ritual presented by Circle of the Green. M. Macha Nightmare, noted author, teacher and ritualist and among the founders of Reclaiming Tradition Witchcraft was the guest speaker, and she also conducted a workshop entitled “The Pentacles of Iron and Pearl” the evening prior to RPPD as a fundraiser. Big Mike was our PA person and Luna organized security and merchants, as well as advertising and promotions. Lisa maintained the RPPD website and is responsible again for all our amazingly beautiful graphics. Fundraisers included Desert and Divination, and the two new mini-events, A Midsummer Nights Dream for Litha and Caritas, our first ever Karaoke Night. At the Registration Table we also had a jar for monetary donations to AIDS, Rochester ($110.00 collected) and 171 lbs of food items collected went to AIDS, Rochester. A write-up appeared in the Democrat & Chronicle Insider about our event and we were mentioned on RNEWS. This year was also marked by a long awaited combining of efforts on the parts of other Pagan Pride events in Upstate New York. 

As you can see from the history outlined above Rochester Pagan Pride has grown by leaps and bounds over the years due to the tireless efforts of our Local Coordinators, volunteers, sponsors and attendees, without whom we wouldn’t be possible. It has been said by some, that we should never doubt that a small group or even one person can change the world. It is our belief that grassroots organizations such a Pagan Pride are the way to affect change in this confusing time in history. As for the future, RPPF will continue to enlighten, engage and envision a future in which tolerance, diversity and freedom are insured. Blessed Be. 

TOTAL HISTORY ATTENDANCE


	1999 - 100 PEOPLE
	2000 - 200 PEOPLE
	2001 - 300 PEOPLE

	2002 - 375 PEOPLE
	2003 - 400 PEOPLE
	2004 - 585 PEOPLE


The Pagan Pride Project

Pagan Pride International Information

Statement of Purpose:

The Pagan Pride Project is a non-profit organization. The primary purposes of this corporation shall be the advancement of religion and elimination of prejudice and discrimination based on religious beliefs.
Mission Statement:

The mission of the Pagan Pride Project is to foster pride in Pagan identity through education, activism, charity and community. 
Defining the Mission Statement:

We try to keep our purpose balanced through the inspirations of Air, Fire, Water, and Earth: 

· Air: Education 
We're never going to be able to practice our spiritual paths openly if we don't give the public accurate information about what we do and do not do. 

· Fire: Activism 
People aren't necessarily going to go out of their way to find out what Pagans really do. We have to have the courage to act on our convictions and do what we need to do. 

· Water: Charity 
We know that what we do returns to us. We need to demonstrate this by offering compassion to our communities where it is needed. When we share our own abundance, we show that we trust the Gods to share abundance with us in return. 

· Earth: Community 
We're never going to be able to practice openly if we don't know anyone else in our local Pagan communities. We need to weave networking webs in our cities, in our towns, in our rural areas. We need these webs to support one another. That support will also show those who would restrict our practice that we are not just a few isolated wackos, but are a growing congregation of people who adhere to a faith that, while different, is as valid as their own. 

What is a Pagan?

The following definition is for the purposes of the Pagan Pride Project. Others may define themselves or their group in different ways, and that's OK. Some groups that fit the categories we list may not call themselves Pagan, and that's ok too - that's why we say that first and foremost the definition of a Pagan is someone who self-identifies as a Pagan. But the following was created in order to have a functional definition to help educate the public about the spiritual paths we cover:
Definition:

A Pagan or NeoPagan is someone who self-identifies as a Pagan, and whose spiritual or religious practice or belief fits into one or more of the following categories:

· Honoring, revering, or worshipping a Deity or Deities found in pre-Christian, classical, aboriginal, or tribal mythology; and/or 

· Practicing religion or spirituality based upon shamanism, shamanic, or magickal practices; and/or 

· Creating new religion based on past Pagan religions and/or futuristic views of society, community, and/or ecology; and/or 

· Focusing religious or spiritual attention primarily on the Divine Feminine. 
Our Primary Activity:

All over the world, local coordinators host public Pagan Pride celebrations. In 2004, the window for celebrations is August 28 to October 5.

Are we associated with the Pagan Pride ribbon campaign?

No, but we support it. Please read our statement 
What happens at an event?

At a minimum, the Pagan Pride celebration in your area will involve three main activities: 
1. Public ritual:
A public gathering where Pagans can network with each other and celebrate an Autumn Equinox ritual. 
2. Food drive:
A food drive or other charitable activity, to share our abundant harvest with others in need, and to make a clear statement to those who have misconceptions about Paganism. We know that our ethics, based on concern for ecology, personal responsibility, and individual freedom, mean that we feel strongly called to actions of social responsibility. It is important for us to highlight our similarity to other religions in that regard. 
3. Press releases:
Press releases and media coverage of our events in order to present the truth about Paganism to our communities, refute common misconceptions, and draw political attention to Paganism in order to try to prevent legislative discrimination against Pagans. 

Other possible activities:

Along with these three primary activities, many areas have chosen to add other events and make the gathering a full festival, with merchant booths, music, book-signings, workshops, and other activities. 

The History of the Pagan Pride Project

Cecylyna Dewr, Executive Director 
Dagonet Dewr, Membership Director 
April 3, 2001 (most recent revision: December 1, 2002)

Roots

Nobody really knows who first used the term "Pagan Pride". In name, it owes its origins to the Gay Pride movement, and certainly it is a term that reaches far beyond any single organization. It cannot be copyrighted; the founders have always felt it would be a breach of honor and decency to copyright it. There are rumors of single, local events using the name of Pagan Pride as early as 1992, though no documentation of these events has been found. We can, however, safely identify and document the first organized movement to support and encourage public celebrations of Pagan Pride in communities all over the world -- the Pagan Pride Project. 
The history of the Pagan Pride Project starts with Cecylyna Brightsword's -- now Cecylyna Dewr -- participation in the Pagan Awareness League, or PAL, the organization founded after the Witches' League for Public Awareness eliminated their state representative program in 1997. During her time as a member of PAL, Cecylyna proposed a formal program to the PAL membership and director to facilitate celebrations of Pagan Pride on a local level to be called Pagan Pride Day. 
From the beginning, Cecylyna's vision of what Pagan Pride Day should be included several departures from the celebrations common to the Pagan community. Her proposal included the central core of what has become the Pagan Pride Project, three elements designed to increase community good will and public relations towards Paganism: a public ritual or celebration open to Pagans, non-Pagans, passersby, and onlookers; press releases and public relations activities designed to encourage positive media portrayal of Pagans and Paganism; and a food and materials drive for a local charity, food bank, shelter, or refuge, to symbolize both Pagan responsibilities to their town, city, or state and in honor of the various Thanksgiving holidays common to most Pagan traditions held around Fall Equinox. While many Pagan Pride Day celebrations have included more than this, every celebration ever held as a part of the Pagan Pride Project has included at least two, if not all, of these elements. (Two of the celebrations in 1998 were food drives only.) 
Departures

The proposal generated some interest in PAL, but a combination of personal issues in Cecylyna's life and PAL's sporadic activity meant that PPD remained inactive until around Lammas of 1998, when Cecylyna returned with a public apology for her inactivity and in six weeks with the help of a dedicated group of Local Coordinators held the first ever Pagan Pride Day on September 19, 1998. 
Beginnings

There were 18 celebrations that first year, 17 in the United States and one in Canada. (See the attached 1998 event list.) All were small, and while attendance figures were never totaled formally, a rough estimate would probably include about 800-1000 attendees. Food drive numbers were not collected. While many Local Coordinators were PAL members, Pagan Pride Day was never a part of PAL's official events, and by the end of the 1998 celebrations the term 'Pagan Pride Project' was being used for the organization, usually shortened to PPP. PAL soon after dissolved and reformed as PACT, which has no relationship to the Pagan Pride Project. 
The participants of the 1998 events were determined to try to do it again in 1999, and Pagan Pride Day was set for September 25 of that year. (A side note here. While Pagan Pride Day is set each year, Pride events are actually scheduled within a 'window' to either side of the date. For 2004, this window is from August 29 to October 6.) However, Cecylyna was promoted to management at her mundane job that year. This, combined with some personal issues, meant no Pride planning was done until May, when Cecylyna's husband and priest Dagonet Dewr came on board as Membership Director. With Cecylyna providing direction, Dagonet performing organizational and event recruitment duties, and dedicated Local Coordinators doing the hardest work of all in bringing communities together,1999's totals included 43 events, 4589 confirmed attendees, and 4715 pounds of food and goods collected to go to local food banks, shelters, and refuges. (See the 1999 event list here. Note: this list and these numbers differ from certain 2000 press releases, as it eliminates all Pride events that were never confirmed directly to the Membership Director.) 1999 also brought the first protesters to Pagan Pride events. Thankfully, no protests were ever confrontational; in fact, Pagan Pride Birmingham neatly defused an Operation Rescue attempt to protest at PPD Birmingham by selling them booth space. 
Growth

In 2000, the theme was organization. This year brought the establishment of the Pagan Pride Project Regions in order to better coordinate efforts in various areas. These new Regional Coordinators became members of the Pagan Pride Board in order to take some of the workload off Dag and Cec and to better serve the Pagan community. The Board has been instrumental in setting policies and goals for PPP and in maintaining growth and accountability. The Pagan Pride Project now has effective means of dealing with any issue, question, or problem facing a Local Coordinator, and provides immediate response help if Local Coordinators should need guidance, moral support, or just a good word. The role of the Pagan Pride Day e-mailing lists has become paramount in providing immediate national response; if a problem arises, one email can get response and feedback from all the Local and Regional Coordinators. Help and advice is never more than an Internet connection away. 
2000 also brought Pagan Pride its first national press coverage in the New York Times and Associated Press. Pagan Pride Day was September 23 of that year, and attendance was, frankly, stunning. 54 fully confirmed and reported events brought a Pride-wide attendance of 9,359 people. 8,671 pounds of food and goods were donated to various charities, in addition to $4,961.11 in cash. Attendance at events ranged from the 1571 people who enjoyed Pagan Pride Day Houston's live bands, to a brave 12 souls who braved wintry weather and howling winds in Sault Ste Marie, Michigan. 
Pride and Celebration Amidst Mourning

2001 was a breakout year, but also a year deeply touched with sorrow, as the tragedy of 9/11 affected all of us. We had our first events in Europe, including Rome, Southhampton UK, and Lisbon. We had our first events in South America in Brasilia and Sao Paulo. Press coverage was not as good, mostly because of 9/11 -- and frankly, that was as it should be. While 9/11 affected some Pride events, most notably New York City, Los Angeles, Atlanta, and Las Vegas (all of which were rescheduled or moved or both), Pagans in America and elsewhere pulled together and showed the world that we, too, could stand united and celebrate diversity and freedom. 
Totals for 2001 ranged from Tucson's 2300 and Sacramento's 2100 to the 17 valiant souls who celebrated at a twice-rescheduled-and-moved Pagan Pride Atlanta. Final attendance was verifiably reported at 17,494 people at 74 events. 15,175 pounds of food and goods were collected for charity, including much of it going to 9/11 relief efforts, and $15,090.21 was donated to charitable causes. All in all, an incredible outpouring. 
Opportunities

2002 continued Pride's growth, with a final count of 106 confirmed events. Attendance skyrocketed, with the final total being 31,506; this number included not just one, but TWO new single-event records (Brisbane, Australia's 4000 and Jacksonville, Florida, USA's 3000). Over twelve tons (24,244.55 lbs, to be exact) of food and goods were collected for local charities, and Pagans donated $19,202.48 to worthy causes worldwide. Press coverage also improved, specifically on the local level, with over 70 positive mentions in the print and broadcast media. However, protestor activity also increased, with nine events having a visible protestor presence. 
2002 also marked continued refinement of growth on Pride's administrative level. Dave Davidson was named to the newly created position of Financial Coordinator, and will oversee Pride's continued growth in fundraising. Three new Regional Coordinators were named in the newly created Upper Plains, Northern/Western Europe, and Central/Southern Europe regions. 
2003 is already shaping up as our biggest event yet. 117 events are already scheduled for next year, including new events in British Columbia, Ontario, Saskatchewan, New York, Arkansas, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri, Oklahoma, Texas, Maine, Michigan, Ohio, Georgia, Iowa, Illinois, California, Great Britain, and Panama. 
For more information, or for information on how to join us, check out http://www.paganpride.org. 

©2001, Cecylyna and Dagonet Dewr
Distribution is welcome; please include this notice

Pagan Pride Project – www.paganpride.org - (317) 916-9115. 
PO Box 441422 Indianapolis, IN 46244

Why Pagan Pride?

Job discrimination. Difficulties with landlords, neighbors. Harassment, up to and including assault and battery. Parents disowning their children; family members turning away. Awkward pauses in conversations. "Why don't you ever come to the office Christmas party?" 
Sound familiar? Unfortunately, it does to many people. And each issue listed above is too often faced daily by people of "different" sexual orientations, and "different" religious beliefs. 
Like gays, lesbians, and bisexuals, Pagans cannot always live their lives openly and honestly because of the fear that surrounds them. Because the issues and goals are similar -- to reduce societal xenophobia until no one needs to hide his or her "difference", whether that be who he loves or who he worships -- when I wanted to start a movement to promote understanding and acceptance of Pagan spiritualities, the phrase "Pagan Pride" came immediately to mind. Far from trying to either steal from or invalidate Gay Pride, Pagan Pride owes a deep debt of gratitude to the Gay Pride movement for its achievements. We hope we can improve attitudes towards earth-based spiritual practices as much as Gay Pride has towards sexual orientations. Through our information resources, public events, and media contacts, we hope to challenge intolerance through education. 
We wish not only to reduce discrimination against us, but to present the value that our paths can bring to society, while emphasizing that we do not seek converts but ask that each person honor the Divine in the manner that seems best for him. Major corporations are adding diversity statements and programs to their human resources areas. They aren't just being tolerant - they are learning to value plurality of opinion, background, and viewpoint, especially in an increasingly global community. But there are still people who would never make a racial slur, or discriminate based on gender, but who still discriminate on the basis of religion, because they believe that there is only one valid religion, or because they simply are misinformed about other religion's practices. 
Too often valuable contributions are ignored because of misunderstandings - mistaken beliefs that Pagans sacrifice people or animals, that Pagans practice nothing more serious than wild orgies and debauchery, that Pagans are out to steal souls. In fact, members of modern Pagan and NeoPagan religions tend to value ecology as an extension of their view of the Earth as sacred and all life as interconnected; hold a paradigm that embraces plurality, supports civil rights, and advocates personal freedom; hold ethical standards that require personal responsibility; be well-read and interested in learning; focus on self-help, emotional and psychological growth; and be keenly aware of each person's right to believe as he chooses, believing that to impose one's beliefs on another is harmful. 
While some people feel that the phrase "Pagan Pride" is too confrontational, the result accomplished through the word "Pride" in the gay/lesbian community states to me that it is an effective phrase to communicate how we feel. We will not hide in the shadows any longer, practicing our spirituality privately because we fear reprisals from members of monotheistic religions. We are not ashamed of the Gods we reverence and the ways we celebrate! We are coming "out of the broom closet". Ours is not a path for everyone; you are encouraged to practice what spirituality you will. But we now claim the right to take pride in what we practice. 
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